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Office of the Secretary of State

1230 J Street

~Iarch

Sacramento, California 95814

Fong Eu

ELECTIOl'iS DIVISION
(916) 445-0820
For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only:
(8()()) 833-8683

May 14, 1990

TO:

ALL COUNTY CLERKS/REGISTRARS OF VOTERS AND
PROPONENTS (90098)

FROM:

~~~b:

CAREN DANIELS-MEADE
CHIEF, ELECTIONS DIVISION

Pursuant to Elections Code section 3520(b) you are hereby notified that the total number
of signatures to the hereinafter named proposed INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT filed with all county elections officials is less than 100 percent of the
number of qualified voters required to find the petition sufficient; therefore, the petition
has failed.

TITLE:

OWNERSHIP OF FIREARMS.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

SUMMARY DATE: December 5, 1989
PROPONENT:

CDM/bl/cb

Bernadine Smith
Gerald G. Hurt

Office of the Secretary of State

1230 J Street

March Fong Eu

Sacramento, California 95814

ELECTIONS DIVISION
(916) 445-0820
For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only:
(800) 833-8683

December 8, 1989

TO:
FROM:

ALL COUNTY CLERKS, REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, AND PROPONENTS
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CAREN DANIELS-MEADE
CHIEF, ELECTIONS DIVISION
SUBJECT:

OWNERSHIP OF FIREARMS.

(8987)

Please note there is a change to the name of the official proponent for the "ownership of Firearms" initiative, #484, which we
sent to you earlier this week. The Attorney General inaccurately
reported the proponent's name as Gerald G. Hunt -- his actual
name, is Gerald Hurt.
Please correct any materials you may have
to reflect his name properly as Hurt.
CDMjda

~
.

JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP
Attorney General

State oj California
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

..

.

.

1515 K STREET, SUITE 511

P. a BOX 944255
SACRAMENTO 94244-2550
(916) 445-9555

December 8, 1989

(916) 324-5508

Honorable March Fong Eu
Secretary of State
1230 J Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
Attention:

Barbara Lee
Elections Division

Dear Ms. Lee:
Initiative Title and Summary
Subject: OWNERSHIP OF FIREARMS.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
Our File No. SA 89 RF 0020
The attached title and summary for the above initiative was
transmitted to you on December 5, 1989. The proponent's name was
incorrectly typed as "Gerald G. Hunt" instead of "Gerald G.
Hurt. "
The purpose of this correspondence is to confirm that Mr. Hurt
was mailed a copy of the above title and summary as stated in the
Declaration of Mailing that was also transmitted to you on
December 5, 1989. This will also confirm that you will notify
all county clerks of the correct spelling of the proponent's
name.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Very truly yours,
JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP
Attorney Geperal
r
/) rf r"
J
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MARY ," ITCOMB
Initi' tive Coordinator
Attach.
cc:

Gerald G. Hurt
Bernadine Smith

',:'

ELECTIONS DIVISION

...

Office of the Secretary of State

1230 J Street

1\1arch Fong Eu

Sacramento, California 9581-t

•

(916) 445-0820

For Hearing and Speech Impaired
Only:
(800) 833-8683

#484
December 5, 1989
TO ALL REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, OR COUNTY CLERKS, AND PROPONENTS (8982)
Pursuant to Section 3513 of the Elections Code, we transmit herewith a copy of the Title and Summary
prepared by the Attorney General on a proposed Initiative Measure entitled:
OWNERSHIP OF FIREARMS,
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT,
Circulating and Filing Schedule
1.

Minimum number of signatures required"""""""",,,,,,,,,,,,,,,:,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,595,485
Cal. Const" Art, II, Sec, 8(b),

2,

Official Summary Date " .. ", .. ",,,,,,,,, .. ,.... ,.... ,,,,, ... ,,,,..,,,,,,, ....,,,,.. ,....... ,,, ..........,.", ... ,... Tuesday, 1?/5/89
Elec, C., Sec, 3513.

3.

Petition Sections:
a,

First day Proponent can Circulate Sections for
signatures...... " ..... ,......"" ........... " ........ " .... ,."" ..... ,.. " ... ,.. ,•.• ,........ ,.... """""""Tuesday, 12/5/89
Elec, C" Sec, 3513,

b,

Last day Proponent can circulate and file with
the county, All sections are to be filed at
the same time within each
county." .... ,.. ",."..... ,.",,,,,... ,,,,,,,, ....... ,,,,, ...... ,,, .................................." ................ Frlday, 5/4/90+
Elec. C., Secs. 3513, 352O(a)

c.

Last day for county to determine total number of
signatures affixed to petition and to transmit total
to the Secretary of State.....................................................................................Friday, 5/11/90

(If the Proponents file the petition with the county on a date prior to 5/4/90, the county has five
working days from the filing of the petition to determine the total number of signatures affixed to
the petition and to transmit the total to the Secretary of State.) Elec.' C" Sec, 3520(b),

+

NOTE TO PROPONENTS WHO WISH TO aUALlFY FOR THE NOVEMBER 6, 1990 GENERAL
ELECTION: The law allows approximately 107 days for county election officials to check and
repon petition signatures and transmit results, The law also requires that this process be
completed 131 days before the election in which the people will vote on the Initiative, It Is
possible that the county may not need precisely 107 days, However, If you want to be sure that
this initiative qualifies for the November 6, 1990 General Election, you should file this petition with
the county before March 23, 1990,
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INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.
December 5, 1989
Page 2

d.

e.

•

Secretary of State determines whether the total number
of signatures filed with all county clerks meets the
minimum number of required signatures, and notifies the
counties
..........................................................................................................Sunday. 5/20/90**

Last day for county to determine total number of qualified
voters who signed the petition, and to transmit certificate
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary Of State
...............................................................................................................Monday, 6/11/90
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine
the number Of qualified voters Who Signed the petition on
a date other than 5/11 {90, the last day Is no later than
the fifteenth day after the county's receipt of notification.)
Elec. C., Sec. 3520(d), (e).

f.

If the signature count is more than 655,033 or less than
565,711, then the Secretary of State certifies the petition
has qualified or failed, and notifies the counties. If the
signature count IS between 565,711 and 655,033
Inclusive, then the Secretary of State notifies the counties
using the random sampling technique to determine the
validity of !!! signatures
.
.......................................................................................................Thursday. 6/21/90**

g.

Last day for county to determine actual number Of all
qualified voters who signed the petition, and to transmit
certificate with a blank copy of the petition to the
Secretary of State ............................................... ~ ....................................Frlday. 8/3/90
(If the Secretary of State notifies the county to determine
the number of qualified voters who have signed the
petition on 8 date other than 6111/90 , the last day IS no
later than the thirtieth working day after county's receipt
of notification.)
3521 (b), (c).
Elec. C.,

sec.

h.

Secretary of State certifies whether the petition has been
signed by the number of qualified voters required to
declare the petition sufficient
..........................................................................................................Tuesday, Ba/90

**D8te varies based on receipt of county certification.
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4. The Proponents of the above-named measure are:
Bernadine Smith
215 East Amber Way
Hanford, California 93230
(209) 584-5209
(209) 582-8534
Gerald G. Hurt
2064 Neill Way
Hanford, California 93230
(209) 992-5156
5. Important Points:
(a)

California law prohibits the use of signatures, names and addresses gathered on initiative petitions
for any purpose other than to qualify the initiative measure for the ballot. This means that the
petitions cannot be used to create or add to mailing lists or similar lists for any purpose, including
fund raiSing or requests for support. Any such misuse constitutes a crime under California law.
Elections Code section 29770; Bilofsky v. Deukmejian (1981) 123 Cal.App. 3d 825, 177 Cal. Rptr.
621; 63 Ops. Cal.Atty.Gen. 37 (1980).

(b)

Please refer to Elections Code section 44, 3501, 3507, 3508, 3517, and 3519 for appropriate
format and type consideration in printing, typing, and otherwise preparing your initiative petition for
circulation and signatures. Please send a copy of the petition after you have it printed. This copy
is not for our review or approval, but to supplement our file.

(c)

Your attention is directed to the campaign disclosure requirements of the Political Reform Act of
1974, Government Code section 81000 et seq.

(d) When writing or calling state or county elections officials, provide the official title of the initiative
which was prepared by the Attorney General. Use of this title will assist elections
officials in referencing the proper file.
(e)

When a petition is presented to the county elections official for filing by someone other than the
proponent, the required authorization shall include the name or names of the persons filing the
petition.

(f)

When filing the petition with the county elections official, please provide a blank petition for
elections official use.
Sincerely,

~'i~ £~1M.~ .-~#{~
CAREN DANIELS-MEADE
Chief, Elections Division

Attachment: POLITICAL REFORM ACT OF 1974 REQUIREMENTS

Date: December 5, 1989
File No.: SA 89 RF 0020
The Attorney General of California has prepared the following
title and summary of the chief purpose and points of the proposed
measure:
OWNERSHIP OF FIREARMS.

INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

Bars public officials, the Legislature or any public body from
denying, curtailing, prohibiting, or taxing the right to bear
arms and enacting laws or ordinances constituting registration of
firearms or ammunition.
ammunition.

Prohibits confiscation of firearms or

Provides that the right to purchase, own, possess,

advertise, sell, lease, loan, manufacture, transport, or use arms
and ammunition for defense, sport, recreation or associated
activities, does not apply to convicted violent felons or
individuals legally declared mentally incompetent.
other provisions and statements of policy.

Includes

Summary of estimate

by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact
on state and local governments:

The fiscal impact on state and

local governments by this measure is unknown.

JOHN K. VAN DE [{AMP
Attorney General

Stale 0/ California
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
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.

1515 K STREET, SUITE 511
P. a BOX 944255

SACRAMENTO 94244-2550
(916) 445-9555

December 5, 1989

(916) 324-5508

F I CE 0

Honorable March Fong Eu
Secretary of State
1230 J Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Mrs. Eu:

In the office of the 5ecTelary of SfvIe
of the State of California

DEC - 51989

:i~

Initiative Title and Summary
Subject: OWNERSHIP OF FIREARMS.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.
Our File No. SA 89 RF 0020
Pursuant to the provisions of sections 3503 and 3513 of the
Elections Code, you are hereby notified that on this day we
mailed to the proponents of the above-identified proposed
initiative our title and summary.
Enclosed is a copy of our transmittal letter to the proponents, a
copy of our title and summary, a declaration of mailing thereof,
and a copy of the proposed measure.
According to information available in our records, the name and
address of the proponents is as stated on the declaration of
mailing.
Very truly yours,
JOHN K. VAN DE KAMP
Attorney General

/'L~~")I1~
MARY ~TCOMB

Initiative Coordinator

MW:jh
Enclosures

JOHN K. VA.N DE KA.MP
Altorne] General

of C.lifontis
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

~
~

ISIS K STREET, SUITE Sl1
P. 0. BOX 94425S
SACRAMENTO 94244-25S0
(916) 44S-9SSS

December 5, 1989

(916) 324-5508

Bernadine Smith
215 East Amber Way
Hanford, CA 93230
Gerald G. Hunt
2064 Neill Way
Hanford, CA 93230
Dear Gentlemen:
Initiative Title and Summary
Subject: OWNERSHIP OF FIREARMS.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.
Our File No. SA 89 RF 0020
Pursuant to your request, we have prepared the attached title and
summary of the chief purposes and points of the above-identified
proposed initiative. A copy of our letter to the Secretary of
State, as required by Elections Code sections 3503 and 3513, our
declaration of mailing, and the text of your proposal that was
considered is attached.
The Secretary of State will be sending you shortly a copy of the
circulating and filing schedule for your proposal that will be
issued by that office.
Please send us a copy of the petition after you have it printed.
This copy is not for our review or approval, but to supplement
our file in this matter.
Very truly yours,
JOHN K. VAN DE RAMP
Attorney General

H~

~
MARY

Initi

I TCOMB
ive Coordinator

MW:jh
Enclosures

DECLARATION OF MAILING
The undersigned Declarant states as follows:
I am over the age of 18 years and not a proponent of
the within matter; my place of employment and business address is
1515 K Street, Suite 511, Sacramento, California 95814.
On the date shown below, I mailed a copy or copies of
the attached letter to the proponents, by placing a true copy
thereof in an envelope addressed to the proponents named below at
the addresses indicated, and by sealing and depositing said
envelope or envelopes in the United States mail at Sacramento,
California, with postage prepaid. There is delivery service by
United States mail at each of the places so addressed, or there
is regular communication by mail between the place of mailing and
each of the places so addressed.
Date of Mailing:
Subject:

December 5, 1989

OWNERSHIP OF FIREARMS.
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

Our File No.:

SA 89 RF 0020

Name of Proponents and Addresses:
Bernadine Smith
215 East Amber Way
Hanford, CA 93230
Gerald G. Hunt
2064 Neill Way
Hanford, CA 93230
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing
is true and correct.
Executed at Sacramento, California, on: December 5,
1989.

JULIE LYNN HOWARD
Det:larant

FULL

TEXT Article I Section 1.5 California State Constitution
{Reat/.iAJnaLi.on ot I.he Se.cond ~ ot i.he I.ln.i..ted SJ.ol..i!A COnAi.i.iuii.onj
Section 1.5. The right of the people to keep and bear arms, individually and

collectively, is -an inalienable, inherent, and natural right, acknowledged in
the common law, confirmed by the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution, and secured by California's Act of Admission into the Union. The
full and necessary exercise, affiliated activity, and benefits of this right
are herein reaffirmed, guaranteed, and protected hereby from all infringements.
{DI!.c.L.tvtaLi.OIl ot I~n

0/. R.i..ghtj

Fbr purposes of clarification, and to prevent misconstruing, the right shall
be interpreted so as to coincide and adhere to the reasonings and discourses
made in behalf of the Second Amendment by the nation's founders who authored
or otherwise contributed to the formation of that amendment, and so as to
conform to the definitions in use at that time.
{Intent ot Se.ction}

The intent of this section is to reaffirm, to clarify, and to protect the,
right of the people of this state to, but not limited to, purchase, own,
possess, advertise, sell, lease, loan, manufacture, transport, or use arms
and ammunition for purposes of defense of person, family, home, property,
liberty, defense and safety of the state, sport and recreation. This section shall not apply to convicted violent felons, or to an- individual who
has been adjudicated by a court to be a danger to others as a result of
mental disorder or mental illness.

I Ru~ on. Va-t.iOu.6 iVuuu:Au 0/. Youl!.AJlJ1Wli, J.hLi.A. PuUic 0tti-ci..tJL6,

S~

OIl

lmployu..6}

No public official, whether an elected or non-elected person, in this state,

or its subdivisions, nor the legislature, nor any other public body, shall
deny, curtail, prohibit, or tax the right of the people to keep and bear ~;
nor enact any law which in any style, form, or manner constitutes the registration of the people's firearms or ammunition; nor take any action to promote, or to engage in, confiscation of firearms, which includes weapons of
defense, well-suited to fend off invasion.
The right to keep and bear arms and ammunition is not subject to infringement
or revocation by any branch of government, or from any other source, by reason of, but not limited to, ordinances, or other acts of local 90vernment,
state acts, or any other legislation which subverts the intent of this section. The restraints in this section shall also apply to treaties and related legislation, to executive orders, and to martial rule.
{Repe.td

0/. Ccntlictin.g PltouiAiOnAl

SI.aJ.£ ~, and Loctd OJUlinancu}

All constitutiooal provisions, state laws, am local governnent ordinances, which are
inconsistent with the provisions hereof are hereby repealed. The provisions
of this section shall be self-executing.
IS~}

No, p;:lrt of this section is unconstitutio~al, ,In -view of the fact that it is
in keeping with the intents, purposes, laws, histor1oal_ records of the nation's
fou-nders, and -subsequent laws; however, if any part, clause, or phrase is
charged with being unconstitutional by any branch of the judicial system, or
by any other source, the remaining portions of this section shall not be
affected but shall remain in full force and effect.

..

54f'f I?r-OO~O
SECOND AMENDMENT COMMITTEE:

(209)582-8534

HANFORD, CA 93232

P.O. BOX 1776
.
.

INlTlATIVt: COORDINATOR

State of California
Offie of the Attorney General
1515 K Street - 6th Floor
Sacramento, California 95814

ATTORNEY GENERAl'S OFFICE

.

".

.. .....

Subject: Proposed Amendment to the
Gentlemen:
CalUbrnia State Constitution
Enclosed please find a certified check from Wells Fargo Bank
in the amount of $200.00 made payable to your office to cover
the cost of filing our proposed constitutional amendment to
the California State Constitution, relating to firearms.
The proponents of the measure are both registered voters and
are listed as follows, residing at the addresses given:
Bernadine Smith
215 East Amber Way
Hanford, California 93230
(209) 584-5209

Gerald Hurt:
2064 Neill Way
Hanford, California 93230
(209) 582-4613

As you know, Bernadine Smith has been the treasurer for this effort
in past campaigns and presently is the treasurer for this campaign.
There is a second telephone number that you may use to contact this
committee which is (209) 582-8534.
The article and section to which this proposed constitutional amendment would apply is:
Article I Section 1.5.
We look forward to hearing from you regarding the
summary for the prop ed constitutional amendment.

ti tle and

Y~cz1hl7
Bernadine Smith, Proponent
and Treasurer
Business telephone number during
da y is:
( 209) 584 • 5209
(209) 582-8534
BS:Enc.2

Gerald G. Hurt, Proponent
Business telephone number during
day is:
(209) 992-5156

rlECEIVEL

SEP 22 1989

J .., JJ
#
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For Immediate Release
December 6, 1989

Contact:

Melissa Warren

EU REPORTS FIREARMS INITIATIVE ENTERS CIRCULATION

SACRAMENTO - Secretary of State March Fong Eu announced today (Dec. 6)
that a new initiative dealing with ownership of firearms has been cleared to
begin circulating for signatures.
"Ownership of Firearms" is an initiative constitutional amendment that would
bar public officials, the Legislature or any public body from denying,
curtailing, prohibiting, or taxing the right to bear arms, or enacting laws or
ordinances that "in any style, form, or manner" constitute the registration of
firearms or ammunition.

It would further prohibit any action "to promote, or to

engage in" confiscation of firearms, including "weapons of defense, well-suited
to fend off invasion."

In addition, it provides that the right to purchase,

own, possess, advertise, sell, lease, loan, manufacture, transport, or use firearms for defense, sport or recreation would not apply to convicted violent felons or to individuals legally declared mentally incompetent.
Proponents Bernadine Smith and Gerald G. Hunt of Hanford must collect 595,485
signatures of registered voters and submit them to county elections officials by
May 11, 1990 in order to qualify their measure for the ballot.

Should they wish

to place the measure on the Nov. 6 general election ballot, they are encouraged
to submit signatures by Mar. 23 in order to allow sufficient time for the full
Signature verification process, should it be necessary.
(over)

